Italy's part to seize foreign territories is in accord with her
true national interests. It is known that attempts of this
kind against other nations testify to the annexationist tend-
encies of certain narrow circles, but by no means reflect
the true national interests of the people, which abpve all
else demand economic recovery based on the development
of the internal forces of the country, and the establishment
of good and friendly "relations with other people's.
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THE TREATY AND ITALY'S NATIONAL
INTERESTS
Signor De Gasperi hardly touched on the economic clauses
of the peace treaty, although it is precisely these clauses
that may affect the position of every worker, every peasant,
every citizen of the Italian Republic and influence the en-
tire future existence of the Italian State. As one understood
him, he classes the economic clauses; of the treaty as a
secondary matter, to be considered in committee, and not
at the Conference itself.
Yet war-weakened Italy is perhaps more behindhand in
her economic rehabilitation than any other country of
Europe. Suffice it to mention that, because of the difficulties
involved in restoring industry, two million Italian workers
are still without jobs. The occupation expenditures of Italy
have reached enormous dimensions, and will have very
grave consequences if they are prolonged. Even a small
reduction of these expenditures would suffice fully io meet
the reparations which Italy must assume in compensation
of at least part of the damage caused to the Soviet Union
and other Allied countries.
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